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Blessed Christmas 


The Dayspring from on high hath vistied 
15, to give light to them that sit in Darkness 
and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet 
into the may of peace. —Luke 1:78,79 


A Prayer 

A mighty God, who hast revealed the 
glory of thy love in the fare of Jesus Christ, 
and hast ralled ws by him to live with thee as 
rhildren; let the Day-spring from on high visit 
ws, and the Bay-star arise in our hearts. Mav 
the Spirit of Jesus be born in 15 anew, teaching 
our love to remember, nur anger to forgive, our 
unkinduess to forget; that something of his 
beauty may be upon ws, amd that his grace may 
be shed abroad in our hearts. Make ws compas- 
sinnate one towards another, merciful, tender- 
hearted, forgiving one another; even as thou, O 
God, art compassionate towards ws, forgiving 
iniquity, transgression, and sin; for the sake of 
thy dear Son, our Saviour. Amen. 
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New Plans for Work in the United States 


By Eric M. North 


HE United States in these whirling years 

presents to the observer no consistent pic- 
ture. A recent history has been entitled “The 
Epic of America”; but the record in these days 
is far from being that of the vicissitudes of 
heroes. To be sure multitudes, faced with 
financial burdens beyond measure oppressive, 
have lived nobly for the sake of those to them 
dear. Courageous prophets have spoken out; 
public servants have sought to relieve the bur- 
dens of the poor; new ways of thinking and of 
doing are arising all about us. But the eco- 
nomic débacle has brought many amazing reve- 
lations of infidelity to trust and of personal and 
corporate selfishness. New laws have, in the 
words of St. Paul “made sin to abound” by 
revealing the unrealized degree to which com- 
petitive aggrandizement and social and racial 
class consciousness seek their ends without 
consideration of human personality. The sepa- 
ration of education and religion, insufficiently 
corrected by the life of the home and the 
church, is bringing a rapidly growing genera- 
tion of persons among whom religious ideals 
are only dimly guessed or vaguely compre- 
hended. Millions of persons have no natural 
access to churches and to religious groups 
wherein they may find new direction for life 
and a place for the united worship of God for 
which they dimly long. 


Meeting a Challenge 


No group of persons alive to the spirit of 
our Lord and devoted to his cause can face 
these conditions, and their implications for the 
eternal destinies of multitudes of human beings, 
without concern that the service which they 
seek to render shall be suited to meet the chal- 
lenge of the times and be maintained at its 
highest level. It is in this spirit that the com- 
mittees and officers of the Society have for 
many months been studying fresh adaptations 
of the Society’s operations in this country. The 
results of this consideration, approved from 
time to time by the Board during 1934, appear 
in the program which is to take effect at the 
beginning of 1935. 

Though in a number of respects the changes 
relate to business organization, all are designed 


to make more effective the total missionary 
service of the Society. ‘The primary effect of 
the change will enable the field staff of the So- 
ciety to give more attention to four main lines 
of effort for which the times seem clearly to 
call. These are: 

1. Supervising and extending the distribution 
of the Scriptures through colportage, mission 
workers and others, and stimulating local 
churches and organizations in distribution cam- 
paigns. 

2. Awakening appreciation of the Scriptures 
and the Bible cause by informing churches and 
the public concerning the great history of 
translation, publication, and distribution. 

3. Assisting the churches in creating a wider 
interest in the use of the Scriptures; and 

4. Aiding in the securing of financial sup- 
port needed for the work at home and abroad. 


Eliminating Duplication 


The chief change in organization is the elimi- 
nation of duplication of staff and equipment by 
reducing the number of depositories in which 
stocks of Scriptures will be carried. The great 
bulk of the Scriptures are not delivered over 
the counter, but by mail and express and freight. 
These deliveries will be made from depositories 
at fewer points. Offices of state and _ local 
Bible societies will continue to carry supplies 
for those who visit them. A clear distinction 
will be made between ‘“Depositories” where 
stocks will be carried, and “District Offices” 
from which the work outlined in the preceding 
paragraph will be carried on. 


Rearrangement of Territory 


Some rearrangement of territory is also tak- 
ing place to allow for better use of the staff and 
more intensive field work. A new center is be- 
ing established at Atlanta. The new territorial 
assignments are given on page 147. 

The Society bespeaks for the District Secre- 
taries as they undertake the new and expanded 
program the cooperation of all the friends of 
the Bible cause, that the swift and powerful 
messages of the Great Book may have their 
way among the people of the United States. 
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Conference of Secretaries 


URING the week of October 29, more novice alike expressed their joy and hope in the 

than a score of Secretaries of the Agen- service, and were stimulated by the statements 
cies and Divisions of the Society’s work in the of President Manson, Mr. Ellwood M. Raben- 
United States, and half a score of state and old, a Manager, and Professor J. Newton 
local Bible societies associated with the Ameri- Davies, a ministerial member of the Board. i: 
can Bible Society, met in conference with the is confidently expected that a new growth for 
officers on new plans for advance. No such the Society’s work in the United States will re- 
conference had been held for four years, pend- sult from the enlarged plans and strengthened 
ing the formation of these plans, and none of purposes in which all present participated. 


GATHERED TO PLAN FOR ADVANCE 


From left to right—top row: J. 8, N. Tross; GB. Cameron; C, W. Fowle; S. R. McCurdy; J. J. Morgan; G, Darling- 
ton; R. W. Bayless; G. G. Dilworth; A. Roscoe; A. F, Ragatz. Second row: G. W. Brown; L. B. Chamberlain; D, 
Evans; M. L, Vaughters; E. C. Powers; M. B. Porter; E. M. North; E. A, Dame; J. J, McLaughlin; D, H. Stanton. 
Seated: A. J. Allen; H, C, Tucker; J. P, Wragg; G. E. Robbins; and L. S. Strickland. (Official positions on page 134.) 


the conferences for several years was so con- Proud as one may be of the place of the 
structive, or more enthusiastic in outlook. Scriptures in much of our country’s life, to 

The sessions—morning, afternoon, and eve- multitudes the Book of books is unknown. For 
ning for five days—were marked by close at- vast multitudes its resources for daily living, 
tention to the business, penetrating questions for illuminating national issues, and for guid- 
and comments, flashes of wit, and a deep un- ing human destiny are untouched. To change 
dercurrent of a great purpose that came to the — this, is a great task. To it, all who realize, and 
surface most clearly in the dinner meeting with receive, the power of God’s Word are sum- 
the Board of Managers. Here, veteran and moned in the momentous days and years ahead. 

e e 


A Wicllaapnte Message 


HE Secretaries of the New England Bible Socie- future, some workable plans may be consummated 
ties desire to express to the American Bible So- whereby we together may more closely approximate a 
ciety their great appreciation for the very cordial full cultivation of our several fields, and fulfil more 
invitation to participate in this conference of officials nearly the purpose for which our Societies were or- 
and Agency Secretaries; for the gracious hospitality ganized—the tasks given us, we believe, by our Lord 
shown in their entertainment, and the many courtesies and Master Jesus Christ. 
extended to them during their stay in New York. 


Realizing through this conference more fully than In the Master’s Name, 
ever before the serious and intricate problems confront- LORIE Sy SiON) soocoucns Maine (1809) 
ing the Society and its affiliated and auxiliary organi- K. A. DAME .........New Hampshire (1812) 
zations, we would express our purpose to give our- Car ROBPING IEEE eee Vermont (1812) 
selves to the fullest extent possible in cooperative INERT INOCO son ac ooce Massachusetts (1809) 
efforts in the future, as together we try to work out SELDEN R. McCurpy ....Rhode Island (1813) 
solutions of these problems. We trust that, in the near Sh WG IRIWAMIONTDY occu oo oe Connecticut (1809) 
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The Book of Peace 


By Willard Price 


Y companion was blue. 

He had failed. Completely. Or almost 

completely. He had sold only one Gospel in 
the last village. 

“Japan thinks the Bible is Western,” he said 
as we trudged on toward the next village along 
a mud path between the rice paddies. “And 
just now she doesn’t want anything Western. 
She has become strongly nationalistic.” 

We turned aside into a little wood. The col- 
porteur set down his bag full of Bibles, Testa- 
ments, and portions. He kneeled on the grass 
and, using the bag as an altar, prayed. For an 
hour he prayed, sometimes silently, sometimes 
aloud. 

“... And grant that my countrymen may 
receive the Message before 
it is too late—before suspi- 
cion and hate are triumphant 
—before war and ruin over- 
FaeetMe MatONS.,.< .. 

Would that certain jingo 
journalists of America who 
talk as if every Japanese 
were waiting, with teeth 
bared, to start trouble with 
the United States, could have 
seen this Japanese kneeling 
on the ground, praying for 
world peace and friendship. 


We went on. He must 
make sales to live. Yet 
some would say he had 


wasted a precious hour of 


and help him. So—if reading the Bible and 
becoming a Christian has that effect on a per- 
son, I don’t want to have anything to do with 
lS 

The colporteur nodded as if he fully under- 
stood her point of view. “And if your hus- 
band went blind... ?’ he queried—‘Well, 
he won’t,” she laughed, looking at her husband. 
—‘‘But if he did?’—“Well,” she said, forced 
into defiance, “I wouldn’t want to be tied to a 
blind man.’”’ Again the colporteur nodded un- 
derstandingly. A grown son and daughter had 
come in to listen to the argument. 

“And if the situation were reversed,” said 
the colporteur,; “if you became blind . ... and 
your husband left you . .. and your son and 
daughter left you.—what 
would you think?” 

The old woman seemed to 
think she had perhaps gone 
too far. She mumbled 
angrily for a moment at 
being thus checkmated,— 
then surrendered with a 
smile. 

“Let me see that book,” 
said the young man. The 
colporteur opened to pas- 
sages concerning love,—the 
love of man and wife, the 
love of parent for child even 
though he be a prodigal son, 
the love of the Christian for 
his enemies,—and, finally, 


the best part of the morning. j Join 3.216. 

: “Suffer the little children to com : ; 
Would his prayer be an- Sa? So able re ies aaa “What is a. wonderful 
swered? Would the hearts book,” said the young man. 


of the next village be open? We can but try. 

The first heart was closed. It was that of an 
old woman, who sat, with her husband, on the 
straw floor of a little paper house, the doors of 
which had been slid back to admit the sunshine. 

“T would never let that book come into my 
house,” she said—‘Why not?”—“I have seen 
what it does.” 

The colporteur urged her to tell what she 
had seen. 

“One of my friends near here became a 
Christian,’ explained the old woman, “her hus- 
band also, and they were both baptized. Later 
he went blind. He could do nothing. His wife 
was forced to work. They became very poor. 
I asked her, ‘Why do you stay with a blind man 
who can’t work? Why not leave him?’ She 
said she couldn’t; she had become a Christian 
and believed in God; so she had to love him 


“Japan needs it. If everyone followed it, 
there would never be war in the world.” 
Even the old woman became interested. She 
moved over to her husband’s side, and they 
began to read. The colporteur sold a Gospel 
and went on his way. 

We entered the post office—an unlikely place 
to sell Bibles, it seemed to me. At the rear two 
kimono-clad girls, perched on high stools before 
a telephone switchboard, piped “Moshi, moshi” 
(Hello) and manipulated the plugs. One of 
them, noticing the colporteur, removed her 
headphones and came quickly forward. 

“You do not remember me,” she said, greet- 
ing him warmly, “but you were here five years 
ago—and I bought a Bible. After you had 
gone, I tried to read it. I couldn’t understand 
it and was sorry I bought it. So I put it aside. 
Then, about two years later, I had great 
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trouble. I did not know where to turn. I 
thought of my Bible. I opened it and began to 
read. I wondered now why I had not under- 
stood it before. My sorrow and need seemed 
to make its meaning clear to me. I received 
great comfort. I began to go to a Christian 
church. Now I am a Christian—and I have 
you to thank.” 

What dividends of joy a colporteur reaps 


With Bibles on his bicycle carrier, the Colporteur 
greets all he meets 


when he hears a testimony such as this! The 
other telephone girl and two of the postal clerks 
bought portions. 

It the post office seemed a poor market, the 
police station seemed worse. ‘The chief eyed us 
with that cold appraisal which is the protective 
armor of the police. But he immediately 
thawed when the colporteur stated his errand. 

“Sa! You are very welcome. I shall call 
the other men and you will speak to us.” In 
three minutes the colporteur had an audience 
of five policemen—also four prisoners, brought 
over from the adjoining jail. “It will do them 
good,” said the chief. The colporteur was 
mystified by the fact that each of the policemen 
already had a Gospel, and seemed quite familiar 
with its use. 

“T supplied them,” said the chief. ‘You see, 
I was formerly stationed twenty ri from here. 
One of your men visited the homes there, and 
a certain householder accused him of stealing 
a plant. We put him in jail, pending investiga- 
tion, and kept him there most of the day. He 
spent his time talking to the officers and pris- 
oners about the Bible. Of course, he was 
proved innocent of the charge. But before he 
left, we had all been persuaded to buy copies 
of his books. Every day thereafter we held a 
Bible Class in the jail. I have continued the 
practice since coming here. We are glad you 
have come. You can explain to us many 
things.” « 

For an hour, colporteur, police, and prisoners 
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talked and prayed earnestly together. His 
hosts sought in every way, except by the use of 
iron bars, to detain the Bibleman. Finally, he 
was released under promise to visit them again 
soon. The chief bought Gospels to put in the 
hands of prisoners. “It will do more for them 
than jail,” he remarked. 

Now, at every house and store down the 
street, there was lively interest in the colpor- 
teur’s books. School children, clustered before 
a wayside Shinto shrine, listened eagerly to his 
Bible stories. The fishmonger, the grocer, the 
barber, the village lawyer,—all received him 
gladly. Finally, he got at the reason for their 
eagerness. It seemed that the young man with 
whom he had first talked had gone from house 
to house, searching for him, and telling every- 
one, “He has a wonderful book. And very 
cheap. I want to buy five more copies.” And 
now the young man himself appeared, bought 
his five copies, then hurried about calling to- 
gether the people, and a street meeting of in- 
struction and praise was held. And the col- 
porteur could praise with a full heart; for he 
had received fresh evidence that prayer is not 
mere ethical exercise. 

Up and down Japan they go, the men of the 
Book of Peace. The distribution of the Ameri- 
can and British Bible Societies in Japan in 1933 
was 1,200,000 copies. 

Japan is the world’s most rapidly progress- 
ing nation. Her future will affect the future 
of the entire Orient. Nowhere on earth is the 


COMFORT IN THE TWILIGHT YEARS 


Bible more vitally needed than in Japan, where 
dizzily mounting power may end in disaster if 
it pursues its way blindly, but may lead to great 
blessing if guided by the Book into channels of 


world peace and brotherhood. 
® e 


Our Cover 
The prayer breathing the Christmas spirit is 
from the Service Book and Ordinal of the 
Presbyterian Church of South Africa. 
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A Blind Man Who Sees 


By John Ritchie, Secretary, Upper Andes Agency 


STANISLAO GAMARRA is a blind man 
who lives in Lima, capital of Peru, in 
South America. Until not many months ago, 
he picked up a living by providing the music in 
dancing rooms and cabarets. 

His course of life was interrupted and 
changed, however, when he perused the Gos- 
pels in Braille provided by the American Bible 
mociety.. Hirst, he read’ St. John, then St. 
Mark, and now he has obtained a copy of St. 
Luke. After reading the Gospel by St. John, he 
felt that he could not continue to live as he had 
been living. He sought out the Evangelical 
Church which stands in the Street of the Com- 
mandments in Lima, and there entered into a 
saving experience of grace and a knowledge of 
the Christian way of life. Since then he is a 
most faithful attender at all the services, and 
has been received into the fellowship of the 
church by baptism. 

This blind convert has begun to exercise a 
profound and wholesome influence on the Sun- 
day school he attends, by the fidelity with 
which he learns and repeats the texts and les- 
sons. When these are found in one of the 
Gospels he possesses, he commits them to mem- 
ory and recites them accurately. When the 
golden text is taken from another portion of 
the Scriptures, he endeavors to find some one 
to dictate it, while he makes a Braille copy 
from which to memorize it. When he is unable 
to find anyone to dictate the text to him, he 
does not find in this difficulty an excuse for not 
learning a text, but comes prepared to recite in 
the Sunday school a short narrative from one 
of his Gospels. 

The diligence of this blind youth in memoriz- 


ing Holy Scripture has impressed a number of 
youths who have been accustomed to attend the 
Sunday school without ever learning the text 
or studying the lesson. As he comes week by 
week, prepared despite all his difficulties, these 


READING THE GOSPEL IN SPANISH BRAILLE 
His pastor by his side 


others have become ashamed of their ignorance 
and inertia, and have felt themselves obliged to 
make the effort also to come prepared. Thus 
he has changed the whole tone of the young 
men’s Bible Class in the Sunday school. 

Not only has Sefior Gamarra sought admis- 
sion to the church, he has left the dancing halls, 
and is now earning his living by weaving 
baskets and cane chair seats. His money does 
not come so easily to him in this way, but he 
lives a more orderly and quiet life, and is alto- 
gether another and a happier man. 


Whose Gift Is It? 


By Harry S. Myers, Secretary, 


O man was ever bled white by his gifts; 

but hundreds of thousands of us have 
been bled to a very pale white trying to supply 
the wants of ourselves and our families. 

Of the total income received by me how 
much of it is due to my efforts, and how much 
is the result of the society in which I live, and 
the God who furnished all the materials? 

God furnishes the sunshine, the rain, the 
soil, the raw materials, the food, the fuel, the 
materials for buildings, sources of clothing. 

Society furnishes a market for the product 
of my activities, people who will pay for my 
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time, the product of my mind and hand, my work. 

I am, then, the partner of God and society 
giving what I have been able to produce with 
them. My income, having been made possible 
by God and society, if I am a really regular 
man, I will share with them; I will give to 
welfare work for more unfortunate people than 
I; I will make my church and its work 
throughout the world a sharer of my income; 
I will love God and society and give as one who 
loves, not as a selfish old miser; for.one may 
be as much of a miser on an income of ten 
cents as on an income of ten million. 
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Notes and Comments 


HE archives of the Society have been en- 

riched by the accession of two rare books: 
a first edition of the Coverdale Bible, published 
in 1535—the copy long known by bibliophiles 
as in the collection of the Rev. Dr. Roderick 
Terry; and a first edition of the Geneva Bible, 
published in 1560. 


IN response to requests 5,000 copies of the 
Universal Bible Sunday brochure, written by 
Prof. A. R. Wentz, were sent for distribution 
to students in theological seminaries in all parts 


of the country. 
@ 


Sucu has been the desire of men in the 
Civilian Conservation Corps camps for New 
Testaments, as reported by chaplains in charge, 
that an additional 10,000 copies were granted 
in November, making a total of 60,000 so far 
supplied by the Society for the personal use of 
the men in the camps. 


GENERAL EVANGELINE BooTH, a Vice Presi- 
dent of the American Bible Society since 1923, 
before sailing to take up her great responsibili- 
ties in directing the world-wide work of the 
Salvation Army, sent a warm letter of thanks 
to the Board of Managers for their message on 
her election. Two of its sentences read: 

Your cordial good wishes will be a source of 
strength to me in the days ahead, when every moment 
will be filled with anxiety to bring about the kingdom 
of God on earth. Throughout my life I have endeay- 
ored to keep the Word as a lamp unto my feet, and 
you may be assured that I shall continue to be guided 
in all my ways by its blessed precepts. 


Tue Bible House staff has been having visits 
from two of its vigorous leaders in South 
America, and stirring addresses from each of 
them at one of the Friday devotional services. 


ay ee 


‘MhenRev, HH, Cr Tueker,’D.D.) and eiirs. 
Tucker are spending a brief furlough in this 
country, and Dr. Tucker is in much demand 
for addresses and counsel at important gather- 
ings. They expect to return to Rio de Janeiro 
the early part of next year. 


*x* *K Ok 


Mr. John Ritchie stopped three days in New 
York on.his way to join his family in Edin- 
burgh for a month. The vivid picture he etched 
of his field and work in the Upper Andes will 


not soon be forgotten by those fortunate enough 


to hear him. 
e e 


TuroucH the courtesy of Jacob S. Wolf, 
M.D., we have received the name of the author 
of the verses on “Growing Old,” in the Sep- 
tember Recorp, page 93. He informs us that 
they were written by Rollin J. Wells. 


A FEW years ago copies of the Society’s vol- 
ume of Scripture Passages in Braille and New 
York Point were sent as Christmas presents to 
blind students in schools. At this writing, re- 
quests have come, through the heads of 36 
schools, from 1,517 students in the higher 
classes for a copy as a personal possession. 
Only those who really want the book and give 
fair expectation of its use have been allowed to 
apply. This is a beautiful though costly service. 


THERE is a message on the back cover for 
those interested in giving the Blind the comfort 
and strength of God’s Word. 


A RESIDENT in Florida writes of a colored 
Baptist minister on whose behalf she asked for 
some volumes of Scriptures: 

He is so sincere he had even given away his own 
vest-pocket edition. He always carried it with him, 


and he misses it so much. A colored prisoner pleaded 
with him for it, and he sacrificed his treasure. 


A Georcia donor to the Society writes: 


It was through the reading of one of your little 
New Testaments, containing only the Word, that my 
mind was renewed, and my heart transformed, to 
know what is the good, and acceptable, and perfect 
will of God. 

e ® 


In early November the Men’s Bible Class of 
an Evangelical Church in Harrisburg, Pennsyl- 
vania, distributed 3,000 copies of the one-cent 
edition of the Gospel of St. John, reaching out 
from the church as a center as far as the num- 
ber allowed, each man handing in a copy at a 
house door with the message: “Here is a little 
booklet. I trust you will read it. God bless you.” 


THIs issue has been delayed until the impor- 
tant development announced on page 135 had 
been finally passed on by the Board of Man- 
agers at its meeting on December 6. 
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New Secretaries 


Hee Rev. Ralpin We 
Bayless has been ap- 
pointed Secretary of the Pa- 
cific Agency of the American 
Bible Society, where the Rev. 
A. Wesley Mell rendered 
such long and distinguished 
service, and has taken up his 
duties at San Francisco, be- 
ginning on November first. 
A graduate of Washington 
College and Lane Theological Seminary, Mr. 
Bayless enters on his new position with the ad- 
vantage of a wide background of religious ex- 
perience, which includes Presbyterian pastor- 
ates in Tennessee and Nevada, Y. M. C. A. 


Rev, R. W. Bayless 


HE Rev. Benjamin H. Smith has been 

appointed Secretary of the Atlanta Dis- 
trict of the American Bible Society. This 
“District” is an outcome of the new plans for 
the work in the United States. It will cover 
six states, three formerly in the South Atlantic 
Agency, and three in the Central Agency. 

A Georgian in birth and education, Mr. 
Smith was graduated from the University of 
Georgia, took supplementary courses and _ his 
master’s degree at Emery University, and held 
pastorates in the Methodist Church, South, 
from 1915 to 1928. Then, until 1932, he was 
executive secretary of Christian Education in 
the North Georgia Conference of that church. 
Since 1932, he has served as presiding elder 
of the Gainesville District, North Georgia 
Methodist Conference. Having made a care- 
ful study of the southern cotton mill industry 


Lie Rey Georges G. 
Dilworth has been ap- 
pointed Secretary of the At- 
lantic Agency of the Ameri- 
can Bible Society, to succeed 
the Rev. Frank P. Parkin, 
D.D., whose resignation be- 
comes effective January 1, 
1935, at his own request. 
Mr. Dilworth, a graduate 
of Swarthmore College, 
comes to his new position with wide experience 
in pastorates of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. Beginning in 1908, he served six con- 
gregations in eastern Pennsylvania, having been 


Rev. G. G. Dilworth 


work during the World War, the pastorate of 
the Lihue Union Church, Hawaii, and the ex- 
ecutive secretaryship of Sacramento Presbytery 
under the National Board of Home Missions. 

For the last eighteen months, he has served 
as field secretary and then executive secretary 
of the California Federation of Churches, and 
has been active in consummating a merger of 
the California Federation of Churches, North- 
ern and Southern California Home Missions 
Councils, the Councils of Religious Education, 
and the California Missionary Education 
Movement. 

With offices at 224 McAllister Street, he 
will direct the work in California, Nevada, 
Oregon, Washington, Alaska, and Hawaii. 


from Virginia to Alabama 
| with a view to knowing 
| better the reasons for their 
problems, and finding how 
| the church could — serve 
"| them best, his acquaintance 
with his new field is larger 
than that of the usual pastor. 

Entering on his new duties 
the first of December, 1934, 
Mr. Smith thus becomes the 
first Secretary of the first District erected un- 
der the new plans of the Society, and Atlanta 
thus becomes a center for work among the 
white citizens of South Carolina, Georgia, 
Florida, Tennessee, Alabama, and Mississippi, 
as it has long been a center for the Society’s 
work among colored residents. Local interest 
in the new center has been encouraging. 


Rev. B. H. Smith 


since 1922 at the Sellers Memorial Church, By- 
wood, Upper Darby, Pennsylvania. He has 
also had experience in administrative work as 
treasurer of the Philadelphia Conference of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, a member of 
the Board of City Missions and trustee of the 
Methodist Hospital in Philadelphia. The last 
few years he has been a leader of Young Peo- 
ple’s Meetings at Ocean Grove during the 
month of July. 

From the Bible House of the Pennsylvania 
Bible Society, at 701 Walnut Street, Philadel- 
phia, Mr. Dilworth will direct the work of the 
Atlantic Agency in Pennsylvania, southern 
New Jersey, and Delaware. 
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Down the Sunshine Trail 


By the Rev. J. L. McLaughlin, Secretary, Northwestern Agency 


ES, he is now eighty-eight years old; but, 

from the sunshine in his face and voice, 
and the springiness of his touch and step, you 
would surely class him as being in the center 
of the sunshine road, rather than going down 
the sunset trail. 

The Rev. E. C. Pollard had a very success- 
ful forty years of service in and around Boston. 
He “retired” some twenty-two years ago. He 
says he then just really began to be busy. 

Out of his active ministry came a profound 
conviction of a need for a better acquaintance 
with the Word of God. Without a fixed home 
of his own, he now circulates between the 
homes of his five daughters, widely scattered, 
and is hailed with delight in all of them, as he 
brings good cheer and joy wherever he comes. 

As he travels widely, he always carries a 
supply of “little Bibles,” i. e., Gospels and Tes- 
taments; and it is a sort of animated game with 
him, to find how many people he can find in a 
day, who gratefully accept and promise to read 
the books. He says he scarcely ever receives a 
rebuff, and almost always meets with a gracious 
and grateful response. He has dedicated his 
tithe money to the purchase of these volumes ; 
but, judging from the large numbers he has 
distributed, the sum set aside for this purpose 


vastly exceeds the proverbial tenth many grudge. 

What a ministry it is? Years ago, a lad 
asked him for money to buy tobacco. Mr. Pol- 
lard sat down with the lad and, getting him in- 
terested in a Gospel, gave him a Testament. 
That lad is 
now a min- 
ister of the 
gospel. 

He has 
the knack 
of meeting 
and inter- 
esting boys 
—just 
loves them, 
believes in 
them. The 
picture of 
him tells 
t De story: 
“The Min- 
ister of the 
Little Bibles.’ With him there will be no 
“sunset trail.” It will be “The Sunshine Trail” 
—for the Word lightens this trail as he con- 
tinually makes it brighter in sharing it with 
others. 


On the Sunshine—not the Sunset—Trail 


Fruit on a Farewell Tour 


By the Rev. Thomas Torrance, Secretary, West China Subagency 


Since 1911, Mr. Torrance has been Secretary of the West China Subagency with headquarters 


at Chengtu, Szechwan; 


previously having been in the China Inland Mission. 


After nearly a 


quarter of a century in this truly missionary field, he has retired and is on his way to join his 
family in Great Britain as this article is printed. 


HAVE recently returned from an extended 

preaching and Scripture distributing jour- 
ney in our northwestern tribes country. Yearly 
in the summer months I have been taking these 
journeys, but this has been my longest one. We 
were away two and a half months. 

Owing to the severe earthquake there last 
year, and the devastating flood which followed 
it six weeks later, the roads on this occasion 
were in parts very difficult. ‘The utmost care 
had frequently to be taken. The least slip of the 
foot on a precipice meant certain destruction. 
Constantly, traveling entailed severe fatigue. 
Mountains had to be climbed, narrow danger- 
ous roads to be traversed, and wide detours 
made where landslides had occurred. Yet, all 
obstacles were successfully overcome, and we 
had the satisfaction at last that, if this were the 


hardest journey of all, it was also the best of 
all because richest in blessing. 

Our experience in Songpan, a city twelve 
days distant from Chengtu, proved exceedingly 
interesting. Daily we had the pleasure of giv- 
ing out Tibetan Scriptures to those Tibetans 
visiting the place, and also to the numerous 
Hsifan people who reside in the vicinity. The 
smile of pleasure on their faces as they exam- 
ined their books was worth a fortune to wit- 
ness. They turned over the pages; they held 
up their new-found treasure admiringly to 
their friends, and with a great gesture of 
thankfulness tucked the books deep into the 
capacious fold of their gowns. 

A lama who came to visit us raised the New 
Testament he had received to his head, touched 
his head with it, and bowed his thanks. How 
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splendidly it was printed, how dainty its bind- 
ing! He looked at it; he fondled it; he ex- 
amined it; he smiled at it; he seemed as if he 
wanted to talk to ithe was so happy. 
Another lama who called on us and who 
heard the gospel asked very pointedly how we 
knew where we were going after death. This 
was our chance to preach to him Jesus and the 


Mr. Torrance and a group of colporteurs at Chengtu 


resurrection. Before he left, by the help of 
the interpreter, we taught him how to pray. 

“TI too want a Gospel,” a Hsifan man would 
come in and say. Then we invited him to sit 
down. If he understood Chinese, we spoke 
directly to him; if not, we called the assistance 
of some one to interpret. We found this race 
far more open to receive our books and to listen 
than on our last visit. Mr. Ong, our man here, 
had been doing a faithful work. Daily we had 
numerous opportunities of preaching to Hsifan 
men and women. As they left with a Mark or 
a Luke or other Gospel to take home, one had a 
peculiar satisfaction that he was doing the very 
best of missionary work. The Word of God 
was being made known, and those living in 
darkness had at last the opportunity of read- 
ing it. 

Our best success, as two years ago, came 
among the illiterate Bolotsze people. Numbers 
from this wild tribe come every summer to 
Songpan for farm work. In the evenings we 
exerted our efforts to reach them. From the 
first, conspicuous success was the result. One 
thing that helped sprang from what we did 
among them two years ago. Those who re- 
ceived the gospel at that time went home to tell 
their friends of it. Last year, when the earth- 
quake occurred, no house of any of these be- 
lievers fell, and no one among them was hurt. 
This was openly told by a woman of fifty years 
of age one night at a meeting. In addition, 
Lanbu, the Bolotsze man who was baptized in 
1932, had, in the interval, borne a fine testi- 
mony before his countrymen. If these people 
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could not read the Scriptures, we could, through 
an interpreter, night after night tell them what 
the Scriptures said. By the end of the week, 
fifteen were ready for baptism. The oldest was 
a lady of seventy-three, who cried for very joy 
the first time she heard of pardon and salvation 
through Jesus Christ. The youngest was a girl 
of eighteen. With them were baptized two 
Chinese—a fine young scholar of twenty-three 
and an old man of seventy-two. 

The Bolotsze heard I was leaving China 
soon. To be sure, they would be in time to bid 
me farewell when I left at daybreak on Mon- 
day morning. They insisted on sleeping on the 
floor of our house all night. One truly parted 
with such warm-hearted folks with deep emo- 
tion. 

The baptism of these Bolotsze means that 
now the missionary has the entrance into their 
exclusive territory if he wishes to go. They 
are an independent tribe, fierce, and untamable. 
Yet, the gospel subdued these men and women 
and won them in this fashion for Christ. 

At several places between Songpan and 
Maochou we made valuable contacts. In every 
instance, we made it a point of leaving a copy 
of the Word of God. At Shidakuan, the chief 
of the Chiang was one man who got a New 
Testament. A young man in the tax office at 
Maochou, who heard the gospel from me in 
our East Street hall, was another. A Chiang 
farmer below Tiehchi, who escaped when 
eighty-six of his people were crushed to death 
by the earthquake at Shuikoutsze, was a third. 
A Chiang at Chinihpu who came to me in a 
tea shop was a fourth. And so on. 

But we 


We spent a Sunday at Maochou. 


A Chiang village on a mountainside 


could do little as the military official occupied 
the mission premises. 

Our big work came among the Chiang vil- 
lages of Lifan and Weichou. They required 
more New Testaments than we had to offer. 
We are sending up to them another consign- 
ment. This did not prevent us from preaching 
the gospel wherever we could. God wrought 
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mightily with us. Village after village caught 
“fire” in our itinerations. It was wonderful. 
On Sundays the people came pouring down the 
mountainsides to our Central Church at Tong- 
minwai. Then we had the greatest times of 
blessing I ever witnessed in this land. In all 
seventy-three persons in this district, between 
twelve and eighty-four, were baptized. 

The day before J leit; they presented’ me 
with a white satin embroidered banner, to con- 
vey their thanks to me in being the first to take 
them the gospel. 

In consultation with the leading Christians, 
I made what arrangements I could for the fu- 
ture carrying on of the work. Mr. Ko and his 
son were appointed joint pastors. Two emi- 
nent men were established as elders. These 
four will visit the seven outposts that have been 
opened in the district, to preach in turns as 
they are needed. I charged them to preach the 
Apostolic gospel and none other. 

In the Wenchuan district, we had equally 
successful times. At first, it looked as if our 
work was to be balked there. The suspension 
bridge broke down. There was no way of 
crossing that turbulent 300-yard-broad river 
but by sliding over a bamboo cable. This, to 
an outsider, is a fearsome business. In the 
broken bridge four cables out of ten forming 
the bottom were gone. The boards which lay 
on these had been removed. To my surprise, 
the Chinese tightened the remaining cables and 
fastened two together at one side; so by tread- 
ing on these united cables and by clutching on to 
the cables that formed the enclosing side of the 
bridge, people with urgent business actually 
managed to cross. It was a species of tight- 
rope walking. Would I dare go too? My 
business was surely as urgent as any man’s. It 
took me a day to screw up enough courage. A 
sturdy young Wasze Christian, whose brother’s 
life I had saved the previous year, undertook 
to help me. He tied his girdle round my waist 
and retained one end of it. So off we set. One 
of the secrets was to keep the eyes off the roar- 
ing, raging water below which was running 
then from twelve to fifteen miles an hour. This 
prevented dizziness. We got over safely. The 
strong grip he took of my arm helped me 
greatly. A number of Chiang, on the opposite 
side, gave a big shout of delight when they saw 
me land. I felt like shouting myself. Had it 
not been that I was leaving so soon, and that 
the Chiang Christians would have been broken- 
hearted had they not seen me again, I should 
never have ventured the crossing. 

My reward came speedily. Our going 
through the villages was now like a triumphal 
procession. It was not only that the people 
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were overjoyed in seeing me; it was that we 
had a remarkable outpouring of God’s spirit. 
The interest kept growing all week, until, on 
Sunday, fifty-eight people were received into 
the church by baptism. 

Twenty-four of these were women, some of 
whom had to be carried by their men folk 
through the swollen streams to be present. 
Two women were over seventy years of age. 
Of the total two were Chinese, six were Wasze, 
and fifty were Chiang. One of the men was a 
leper. Again we did not have enough New 


Testaments, but we are supplying the need. 
There is no call to describe the pathos of the 

parting after such a time of blessing. Enough 

to say that the same young Wasze Christian 


Twenty-four Chiang and Wasze women baptized the 
Sunday after the crossing 


Thirty-three Chiang and Wasze men baptized 
the same day 


guided me safely back over the river to Wen- 
chuan. The remaining meetings in our Fuh- 
yin-T’ang, here, though not large, took on the 
color of those on the other side. The evening 
before I left, five Chinese were baptized ; an old 
blind man, two young men, and two women. 
This virtually ended my long itinerary. 
Throughout we had the most manifest tokens 
of God’s presence and power. It was remarka- 
ble. The total number of baptisms came to 
153: at Songpan, 17; Tongminwai and dis- 
trict, 73; Wenchuan and district, 63. Accord- 
ing to the races, 6 were Wasze, 10 were Chi- 
nese, 15 were Bolotsze, and 122 were Chiang. 
The road back to Kuanhsien was even harder 
than going up, owing to rains, landslides and 
falling rocks. But the mercy of the Lord 
brought us safely to Kuanhsien and Chengtu. 
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Memorial Memberships 


URING recent months, four have been 
added to the list of Memorial Members. 


Miss Marion Belcher, by the Rev. Samuel A. 
Belcher and family. 

Mrs. Mathilde Johnson, by her niece, Mrs. Dagmar 
C. Lund. 

Mrs. Samuel U. Zau, by her husband, Mr. Samuel 
Wi Zau: 

Margaret Jane Williams, by her father, Thomas R. 
Williams. 

One of the four is again from China. In this 
land where ancestral worship has been so long 
prevalent, it is the somewhat natural and yet 
unusual fact that the honoring of dear ones 
who have gone beyond is being thus signalized. 

The accompanying picture presents not only 
an attractive group of the children of Mr. and 
Mrs. Zau, but indicates how active is the inter- 
est of the family in placing Bibles where they 
will be particularly useful in their own land. 


Sons, daughters, and two daughters-in-law of Mr, S. U. Zau 
and Bibles presented by them to several smaller 
churches (Southern Baptist Mission) in 


and about Shanghai, 1934 


Luther’s Bible and the Art of Translation 


By Prof. Julius Richter, D.D., Berlin 


This informing article appears through the courtesy of three—first, that of its author, 
second, that of Secretary Boyd of the Levant “Agency who 
third, that of Mr. A. L. Haig, and the B. F. B. S. Berlin Agency in 
“Bible-Arbeit” Dr. Boyd found it. 


missionary-statesman, Dr. Richter; 
saw, translated, and sent it; 
whose magazine 


HE whole body of German evangelical 
Christians is this year gratefully celebrat- 
ing the four hundredth anniversary of the Lu- 
ther Bible. 
Its Blessing 
Even today it is still hard to estimate fully 
the rich blessing which this work of Martin 
Luther has brought to German Christians. 
Along with Luther’s small catechism and the 
hymnbook, it has been the chief spiritual nour- 
ishment of millions of evangelical believers 
through all these centuries. The influence of 
its language, at once pious and simple, with a 
direct appeal to the heart, upon the form and 
spirit of German literature during the past four 
centuries has been remarkably strong. We 
may well attribute to the Luther Bible an im- 
portance measurable even on the scale of uni- 
versal history. At the threshold of modern 
times it was a fateful question for the German 
people, whether they would have recourse, for 
their culture and their higher intellectual life, 
to the Latin speech of the Middle Ages,—tlike 
France, Italy, Spain and other Romance-lands, 
and the Celtic and Slavic races,—or whether 
they would rescue their own German mother 
tongue and make of it a vehicle for the highest 
intellectual flights. It was the all-conquering 
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attraction of the Luther Bible that decided this 
question in favor of the mother tongue. This 
development on German soil made it the press- 
ing and unavoidable duty of the other evangel- 
ical countries also to supply their churches with 
a version of the Bible equally pious and pop- 
ular. 

At some time or other we have all probably 
made the attempt, in our household devotions, 
to make use of other and more scientifically 
exact versions—such as those of Weizsacker 
and Kautsch—instead of the Luther Bible, and 
have had the same experience as the writer of 
these lines: that after a few days we came 
back to the Luther Bible, because, after all, no 
other speaks so directly as this to the German 


heart. 
Its Importance 


We have to broaden our outlook, if we want 
to estimate even approximately the world-wide 
importance of Bible translation for Christen- 
dom. It is a tragic fact that, in the centuries 
of the Moslem invasions, all the churches of 
North Africa and western Asia perished that 
did not possess the Bible in a good translation 
in the vernacular. Through these hard times 
lived only churches like the Greek, the Ar- 
menian, and the Coptic, which had Bibles in 
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their national speech. Again, we have only to 
compare the spiritual condition of the churches 
in North and South Americas, to see the gulf 
which separates churches that have the Bible 
in the popular tongue, as the book of the peo- 
ple, from those that are without it. In spite of 
all the ecclesiastical confusion in the United 
States, the church has a strong hold upon pre- 
cisely that middle class which forms the back- 
bone of the nation. And this is just the class 
that is almost entirely lacking in Latin America. 


Its Difficulties * 


May I be permitted, as a man of missions, to 
refer to the experiences—the strikingly clear 
and impressive experiences—which we have 
had with Bible versions on the mission fields? 
Here, in the first instance, are nations meagerly 
civilized, so-called primitive nations, which are 
generally without a literature. It is always one 
of the first and usually quite difficult tasks to 
translate the Bible or at least its most impor- 
tant books, or, by way of a start, a selection of 
Bible stories. Outsiders have generally not the 
least idea of the difficulties involved. The prob- 
lem is to recast into the native speech, as com- 
pletely and accurately as possible, the vast 
treasure of divine truth which lies stored in this 
document of God’s revelation. It is not, as a 
rule, the case that these languages are too poor 
in words. Diligent missionary lexicographers 
have exhibited vocabularies of from 30,000 to 
40,000 words even among ostensibly inferior 
tribes, and for the rendering of the New Testa- 
ment hardly more than 5,000 are needed. Yet, 
alongside of an often astonishingly rich assort- 
ment of words for things that lie in the sphere 
of observation by the senses or of everyday 
usage, there is a sad lack of expressions for in- 
tellectual and spiritual things, such as faith, 
love, hope, justification, reconciliation, sancti- 
fication, regeneration, resurrection, and the like. 
What unspeakable trouble simply to discover a 
suitable word for “God”! Whole treatises 
might be written about the happy successes and 
the lamentable failures in the selection of the 
right words for “God.” 


Among Primitive Races 


Then, too, the New Testament naturally pre- 
supposes a fairly complex civilization, often 
quite alien to that prevailing among such primi- 
tive races. They perhaps know neither sheep 
nor shepherd, neither coin nor plough, neither 
army nor king, neither ship nor pilot. How 
can these things be made plain and intelligible 
to them in the translation? Consider the con- 
cept Conscience, so current among us. Even if 
the thing itself may lie hidden somewhere 
about, how many years have often passed be- 
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fore some happy chance has brought to light 
the right word for it! Each new generation 
of theological students in our universities has 
to learn from the Epistles to the Romans and 
Galatians to think theologically. How great 
then is the difficulty involved in translating 
these Epistles into a tongue which has never 
been used for dialectical or theological thinking, 
and therefore lacks even the fundamentals for 
a clear exposition of the trains of thought fol- 
lowed by the Apostle, which we ourselves find 
hard to follow! And yet, it is precisely the 
fact that the earnest, persistent zeal of mission- 
aries or natives among all races has at length 
succeeded in rendering the Bible in their mother 
tongue in an intelligible manner, which proves 
the universal applicability of the Holy Scrip- 
tures to all peoples, of every degree of culture. 


Among Cultured Races 


When it comes to rendering the Bible into 
the language of a highly cultured race, such as 
the Chinese, Japanese, Arabic, or one of the 
many Indian tongues, the difficulties are of a 
different sort, yet for the most part not any 
less. In these languages much thinking has 
been done—perhaps even much philosophizing 
and theologizing. But these alien religious civ- 
ilizations have the peculiar quality of impreg- 
nating every theological or philosophical term 
of which they make use, with the specific, for- 
eign spirit of their religion and culture. And 
these connotations cleave so fast to the words 
employed, that, when the translator of the Bible 
uses them, the true meaning of the Bible is 
almost inevitably debased. I cite only a few 
simple instances. Everyone knows what a de- 
cisive importance the meaning of such words 
as “faith” and “‘works” has for the exposition 
of divine grace in Paul. Yet, we see, in the 
second chapter of the Epistle of James, how 
hard it was for the Jewish-Christian readers of 
the Pauline Epistles to understand these words 
in the full Pauline sense, as contrasted with 
Jewish thought. Or we may recall what a 
tragedy of misunderstanding has been occa- 
sioned in the German Church ever since the 
Middle Ages, from the fact that the Greek 
word metanoia is rendered by the German 
Busse (penance). We have our troubles with 
it even today, in our preaching and church in- 
struction. In what was formerly German East 
Africa and is now Tanganyika Territory, the 
language of civilized intercourse is Swahili 
(Kisuaheli). It isa mixture of Bantu and Ara- 
bic. But this Arabic is saturated with the 
spirit of Moslem thought and Islamic theology. 
It was the heroic task of two German mission- 
aries, Klamroth and Rohl, through almost three 

(Continued on page 149.) 
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Depositories and Districts 


I PAE the plans announced on an earlier page the territorial arrangements and assign- 


ments from January 1, 1935, are to be: 


Depositories 


To receive and dispatch orders for Scriptures 


New York City (Bible House, Astor Place) : 
New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Dela- 
ware, Maryland, District of Columbia, Vir- 
ginia, and West Virginia, 

Atlanta, Georgia (83 Walton Street): North 
Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, Florida, 
Tennessee, Alabama, and Mississippi. 


Chicago, Illinois (35 E. Wacker Drive) : Ohio, 
Indiana, Lllinois, Iowa, Missouri, Michigan, 
Wisconsin, Minnesota, North Dakota, South 
Dakota, and Kentucky. 


Dallas, Texas (1814 Main Street): Texas, 
Oklahoma, Arkansas, and Louisiana. 


Denver, Colorado (1108 15th Street): Ne- 
braska, Kansas, Colorado, Utah, Wyoming, 
Montana, Idaho, New Mexico, and Arizona. 

San Francisco, California (224 McAllister 
Street): Washington, Oregon, California, 
Nevada, Alaska, and Hawaii. 

Purchasers of Scriptures are requested to 
send their orders directly to the nearest Deposi- 
tory with remittance. In order to avoid open- 
ing accounts, examination of credit, and the ex- 
pense of billing, the Society urges that remit- 
tances accompany every order. Fuller details 
on ordering will be given in later issues and in 
price lists. 


Districts 


Eastern District: Charles W. Fowle, Secretary, 
Office at New York City (Bible House, 
Astor Place). New York and northern New 
Jersey. 

Atlantic District: Rev. George G. Dilworth, 
Secretary, Office at Philadelphia, Pennsyl- 
vania (7/01 Walnut Street). Pennsylvania, 
southern New Jersey, and Delaware. 

National Capital District: Rev, Edgar C. Pow- 
ers, Secretary, Office at Baltimore, Maryland 
(9 EK. Franklin Street). Maryland and Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 

South Atlantic District: Rev. M. B. Porter, 
Secretary, Office at Richmond, Virginia (218 
North Adams Street). Virginia, West Vir- 
ginia, and North Carolina. 

Southern District: Rev. Benjamin H. Smith, 
Secretary, Office at Atlanta, Georgia (83 
Walton Street). Georgia, South Carolina, 
Florida, Tennessee, Alabama, and Missis- 
sippl. 

Central District: Rev. G. B. Cameron, Secre- 
tary, Office at Cincinnati, Ohio (3649 Paxton 
Road). Ohio, Indiana, Michigan, and Ken- 
tucky. 

Northwestern District: Rev. J. L. McLaughlin, 
Secretary, Office at Chicago, Illinois (35 
E. Wacker Drive). Illinois, lowa, Missouri, 
Wisconsin, Minnesota, North Dakota, and 
South Dakota. 

Southwestern District: Rev. J. J. Morgan, Sec- 
retary, Office at Dallas, Texas (1814 Main 


Street). 
Louisiana, 

Western District: Rev. A. F. Ragatz, Secretary, 
Office at Denver, Colorado (1108 15th 
Street). Colorado, Nebraska, Kansas, Utah, 
Wyoming, Montana, Idaho, New Mexico, 
and Arizona. 

Pacific District: Rev. Ralph W. Bayless, Sec- 
retary, Office at San Francisco, California 
(224 McAllister Street). California, Wash- 
ington, Oregon, Nevada, Alaska, and Ha- 
waii. 


Texas, Oklahoma, Arkansas, and 


Divisions of the Haven Memorial Agency among the 
Colored People of the United States 


Atlanta Division: Rev. D. H. Stanton, Secre- 
tary, Office at Atlanta, Georgia (56 Gammon 
Ave. S. E.). Georgia, Florida, Alabama, 
Mississippi, and Tennessee. 

Charlotte Division: Rev. J. S. N. Tross, Secre- 
tary, Office at Charlotte, North Carolina 
329 S. Brevard Street). North Carolina, 
South Carolina, Virginia, West Virginia, and 
Maryland. 

Cleveland Division: Rev. A. J. Allen, Secre- 
tary, Office at Cleveland, Ohio (2622 E.. 55th 
Street). Ohio, Pennsylvania, New York, 
New Jersey, Delaware, Michigan, Indiana, 
Illinois, Missouri, and Kentucky. 

Dallas Division: Rev. M. L. Vaughters, Secre- 
tary, Office at Dallas, Texas (2549 Elm Street). 
Texas, Louisiana, Arkansas,Oklahoma, Kansas. 
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AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 


INSTITUTED 1816 
Bible House, Astor Place, New York 


HE American Bible Society was insti- 

tuted in 1816 with the sole object of en- 
couraging wider circulation of the Holy Scrip- 
tures without note or comment. 

Its program is world-wide and includes the 
translation of the Scriptures into the languages 
and common dialects of the people; the pub- 
lication of the Scriptures in styles suitable and 
convenient, and at the lowest possible cost; 
the distribution of the Scriptures throughout 
the world at cost or free, as a missionary pro- 
gram. 

Membership in the Society consists of four 
classes, each with its special privileges: 

1, Annual Members are constituted by an annual sub- 
scription of $5.00. 

. Life Members are constituted by a subscription of 

$50.00 at one time. 

Life Directors are constituted by a subscription of 

$150.00 in one or two payments. 

. Memorial Members are constituted by a contribu- 
tion of $100.00. The contributor names the one in 
whose memory the Membership is created. The 
Bible is distributed through the years in memory 
of such a person. 


SS 2) 


Handsome engraved certificates are presented to 
Life Directors and Life Members. 


Full information about the privileges of 
Membership will be sent on application. 

The Society is supported by the gifts of its 
members and friends and by the contributions 
of Christian churches with which the Society 
has official and semiofficial relations. 


NOVEMBER MEETING OF THE BOARD 


HE seventh stated meeting of the Board 

of Managers of the American Bible So- 
ciety in its one hundred and nineteenth year 
was held at the Bible House, on Thursday, No- 
vember 1, 1934, President John T. Manson in 
the chair. 

In addition to twenty-five regular and minis- 
terial members of the Board of Managers, 
there were present, by invitation, seventeen 
Secretaries of Home Agencies and representa- 
tives of state and local Bible Societies who, 
during the week, had been in attendance at a 
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conference with the officers of the Society, on 
the work in the United States. 

The responsive reading prepared for Bible 
Sunday was used in the devotional exercises, 
the members of the Board reading alternately 
with the group of Secretaries; after which the 
Rev. Frank Mason North, D.D., offered prayer. 

The minutes of the previous meeting and of 
the standing committees were presented and ap- 
proved. 

An additional grant of 10,000 Testaments 
was made for distribution in the Civilian Con- 
servation Corps Camps. 

General Secretary Brown called attention to 
certain factors that gave encouragement in re- 
gard to the increasing interest on the part of 
denominational bodies in the work of the So- 
ciety and in its support. 

The appointment of three fraternal delegates 
to the biennial meeting of the Federal Council 
of the Churches of Christ in America, to be 
held in Dayton, Ohio, was authorized. 

The representatives of the Home Agencies 
and state and local Bible Societies were pre- 
sented individually to the Board. 

The Rev. Dr. Selden R, McCurdy, of the 
Rhode Island Bible Society, presented an ac- 
tion adopted by the officers of the New Eng- 
land Bible Societies. (See page 136.) 

President Manson expressed the gratification 
and pleasure of the Board. 

A letter from Vice President Evangeline 
Booth, gratefully acknowledging the message 
of the Board on her election as General of the 
Salvation Army, was read. 

In pursuance of previous arrangements, the 
members of the Board, with the visiting Secre- 
taries as guests, on adjournment, proceeded to 
the Fifth Avenue Hotel for dinner. 

At the conclusion of the dinner, President 
Manson in the chair, addresses were made by 
Mr. Ellwood M. Rabenold; Dr. Hugh C. 
Tucker, of Brazil; the Revs. George G. Dil- 
worth and Ralph W. Bayless, recently ap- 
pointed Secretaries; Rev. Dr. Selden R. Mc- 
Curdy, of Rhode Island; Rev. D. H. Stanton, 
of the Agency among the Colored People; and 
Prof. J. Newton Davies, D.D. 

The gathering dispersed at 9: 30 p.m. 


FORM OF A BEQUEST TO THE SOCIETY 


I give and bequeath to the American Bible Society 
formed in New York in the year eighteen hundred 
and sixteen, and incorporated in the year eighteen 
hundred and forty-one, the sum of ————. 


If real estate is given, for the last three words above, “the 
sum | of,” substitute the words “the following property, to 
wit. 


December 1934 


Luther’s Bible and the Art of Translation 
(Continued from page 146.) 


decades, to produce a Bible version in Swahili 
without this poison-bacillus of Islam. 
ceived recently a letter from the wife of the 
well-known Chinese Commander-in-Chief, 
Chiang Kai-shek, in which she points out that 
it is a particularly urgent duty of the Chinese 
Church to produce a Chinese version of the 
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Bible without the misleading connotations of 
Confucian or Buddhistic thought. 

All such difficulties exist only for the pur- 
pose of being overcome by the devoted and 
prayerful energies of missionaries and natives, 
until that word of Paul comes into ever wider 
fulfilment: “that all with one mind and with 
one mouth may glorify God, even the Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ.” 


Foreign-language Scripture Exhibit 


HE American Bible Society announces the 
availability of a “Scripture exhibit” of in- 
terest to pastors, Sunday-school workers, and 
church groups desiring to visualize the way in 
which the Bible is translated and published for 


world-wide use. 


This exhibit, for which no rental charge is 
made, consists of twenty-six 11” x 14” cards 
containing sample pages from foreign language 
Scripture volumes, together with interesting 


data on their history and use. 


Among others in the list are Scriptures in 
Chinese, Japanese, Siamese, Portuguese, Span- 
ish, Yiddish, Turkish, and Arabic, and less fa- 
miliar languages and dialects such as Bulu, 


Luba-Lulua, 


Cakchiquel, 
Aymara. A page sure to command wide inter- 
est consists of short Scripture passages in the 
Braille and Moon “embossed” systems for fin- 
gertip reading by the blind. 

The American Bible Society believes that 
Bibles secured locally for exhibit purposes, if 
supplemented by these foreign language Scrip- 
tures, will testify in an unusually eloquent way 
to the universality of the Holy Scriptures. 

Persons interested in obtaining one of these 
exhibits may address their requests to the 
American Bible Society, Bible House, Astor 
Place, New York City. 


Kuskokwim, and 
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A. B. S.: One thousand friends’ club, 
10, 45; ‘‘old gold’? sent to the So- 
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dren, 11; budget for 1934, 12; resig- 
nation of Mr. Talcott, 38; standing 
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ing, 82; a ‘“fSrty-niner’s’” gift, 92; 
New Testaments for C. C. camps, 
92; Bible distribution and_ scientific 
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of Secretaries, 136; new Secretaries, 
141; depositories and districts, 147. 
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Arabic-Levant Agency, 55. 


Bible, We need the, 3; preaching on 
the Bible, 7; what the Bible brings 


to a Chinese Christian, 26; Luther’s 
Bible—1534-1934, 36; an ancient 
manuscript—and an unusual Bible, 


41; college students and the Bible, 73; 
all thirk their Bible the best, 90; 
Premier Mussolini and the New Tes- 
tament, 91; Bibleless homes, 92; Lu- 
ther’s Bible and the art of translation, 
145. 

Bible Societies, World influence of, 21. 

Blind, Among the: The blind leading 
the blind, 103; a unique centennial, 
107; blind man who sees, 139. 

Book of peace, The, 137. 

Brazil Agency, 55; one of our workers, 
77; they hunger for the Word, 127. 


Caribbean Agency, 54; a sower, Don 
Gregorio, and Laura, 83; what it 
means, 89. 


Century of Progress Exposition, A no- 
table success at the, 

China Agency, 55; bread upon the wa- 
ters, 8; one hundred years in China, 
19; a century of service, 23; ‘“‘pray- 
ers and charities’; letter of Rev. E. 
C. Bridgman, November 1831, 29; 
the Hinghua Scriptures, 108; fruit on 
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Youth helps youth, 71; a third of a 
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coming generation responds, 94. 
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110. 
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houses in Guayaquil, Ecuador, 120; 
the plaza, Guayaquil, 120; drying 
cocoa beans on city street, 121; to- 
quilla straw for Panama hats drying 
on cathedral’s grounds, Cuenca, 121; 
Colporteur Castro, 121. 


Western Agency: A seventy-two-year-old 
Bibleman, 37; Rev. H. C. Whitener 
translating St. Matthew into Keres, 
43; hearing the Scriptures for the 
first time, 44, 


CASH RECEIPTS IN OCTOBER 1934 
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CASH STATEMENT FOR OCTOBER 1934 
GENERAL CASH STATEMENT 
RECEIPTS DISBURSEMENTS 
Balance from September 30, 1934 ............ $115,805 49 General Salaries and Expenses ............... $3,782 49 
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Principal me com teile tokexsaters ocait/afolets\szsisicretsete 41 10 United States Trust Co.—for Investments ...... 18,683 54 
OTT ATLES Scr etic etx irioratole rene rose role eke stegerrs e 5 85 Annuity Account Invested—Principal ......... 8,812 31 
Funds received for Transmission ....... SOCRATES "156 05 
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——_———— F SSS 
PUBLICATION DEPARTMENT CASH STATEMENT 
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Total Cash Balance—Administration and Publication Departments 


$104,235 96 


The ‘‘“Moon’”’ a : 2 i a4 oe : - 58 volumes 
Bible a ee = 195 pounds 


for the Blind eee eteebttebtieteal $187 cost price 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 


BIBLE HOUSE + ASTOR PLACE 
NEW YORK CITY 


December 1, 1934 


My dear Friend: 


Suppose you were blind and wanted a Bible! You 
might have to depend upon the Moon system for your fin— 
ger—-tip reading, and the Bible in Moon consists of 58 
large volumes weighing 195 pounds and costing $187 to 
manufacture. 


How happy you would be to learn that the American 
Bible Society would provide you with all these expen— 
sive, bulky volumes for only $14.50! 


If your finger tips were more sensitive, you could 
learn Braille and secure the 20 volumes comprising the 
Braille Bible for $5 instead of $47 which it costs to 
manufacture. 


How can we do it? Simply by depending upon con— 
tributions from sympathetic friends to make up the dif- 
ference between the sale price and the cost price. 


This year, contributions to the Blind Fund are 
running very low. Perhaps, as a friend of the Society, 
you can send a gift. 

PME Paige wipers ct ee eek: A Oe Be eS. Fai thrullyevoure:. 
American Bible Society 
Bible House, Astor Place, New York City {j* A 
Enclosed issmy,contmbution on p= ae Fag 


help you provide ‘‘embossed”’ Scriptures for the te 
George Wm. Brown 


Name : General Secretary 
Address ! | 


City and State 


